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SYNOPSIS 


Ernest Motapo (OSSIE DAVIS), a famed and valiant African 
freedom fighter, inspires his countrymen in waging an all-out 
struggle for their country’s freedom 

A foreign industry with billions at stake in the country plots to 
remove him. Colonel Ben Amed (TOM ALDREDGE), a fanatic 
mercenary residing in Fahari under the guise of import-export 
broker, is assigned the job. 

Marnie (FUNSO ADEOLVU), a bitter, arrogant opportunist, 
returns from France to Motapo when the freedom fighter secretly 
plans to visit his family in Fahari. 

Meanwhile, Motapo’s beautiful agent, Leah Matanzima 
(RUBY DEE), has captivated a touring Afro-American jazz pian- 
ist, Red Salter (GREG MORRIS). Although a reluctant partici- 
pant, Salter initially becomes involved in the political intrigue be- 
cause of Leah’s charms, then out of growing sympathy with their 
struggle for freedom. 

Ben Amed’s plan is to kidnap Motapo when his train stops at 
Balawi Junction near Kusini, then eliminate him elsewhere. It is here 
that Marnie’s treachery is revealed. 

As Ben Amed’s mercenaries swarm into the village with guns 
blazing, Red Salter’s band of patriots simultaneously converges 
on the railroad junction. The vital seconds begin to count down 
at Kusini... 
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CK-5 
Revolutionary agent Ruby Dee and jazz musician Greg Morris confront Ossie 
Davis, as an African freedom fighter, after an attempt on his life, in this mo- 





ment from ‘‘Countdown at Kusini.’’ The Columbia release of a D.S.T. Tele- 
communications production, filmed in and around Lagos, Nigeria, opens 
eal (ie eatre: 


VERSATILE RUBY DEE IN 
“COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI’” 


It may seem a long way from “‘Sesame Street’’ to the Stratford 
Shakespeare Festival. But Ruby Dee has participated in both, under- 
scoring the versatility that has made her one of America’s most 
celebrated actresses. 

Currently, she can be seen in “‘Countdown to Kusini,” opening 
tie. Ot The 5 2 Pieatre. co-starred: with Ossie 
Davis and Greg Morris in a topical action drama released by Col- 
umbia Pictures. She portrays a fiery African nationalist, determined 
to protect the life of a revolutionary — at the risk of her own. 

Ruby Dee’s career has taken her from television series such as 
“Peyton Place” and “The Guiding Light” to stage productions of 
“King Lear’ and “Agamemnon” to such movies as “St. Louis 
Blues.” Her performances have won an Obie (the off-Broadway 
Oscar) for “The World of Sholem Aleichem,” the Philadelphia 
Drama Guild Award for Moliere’s ‘‘The Imaginary Invalid,” and an 
Emmy Award for the CBS documentary, ‘‘Now Is the Time.” 

Producer Joe Papp selected her to open his theatre at the New 
York Shakespeare complex, starring in the Alice Childress play, 
*“Wedding Band.” On the screen, her roles include ‘“‘Buck and the 
Preacher,” Jules Dassin’s ““Uptight,” for which she authored the 
screenplay, ““A Raisin in the Sun,” and “The Jackie Robinson 
Story,” among others. She recently portrayed Roy Campanella’s 
wife on CBS-TV’s “‘The Roy Campanella Story.” 


AFRICAN CITY PROVIDES 
SPECTACULAR SETTING 


An adventure story, set in Africa, conjures up images of safaris, 
thick jungle foliage and rampaging animals. 

But “Countdown at Kusini, starring Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, 
and ‘tare Morris, opening 2 at ie. 
Theatre, uses a far different backdrop for its drama of political in- 
trigue in the “third world.’’ A Columbia Pictures release of a D.S.T. 
Telecommunications Inc. production, the topical motion picture was 
filmed largely in and around Lagos, capital and largest city in the 
Republic of Nigeria. 

Under the direction of Ossie Davis, a crew largely comprised of 
professional black American film-makers turned the teeming, 
colorful city of two million inhabitants into the fictional community 
of ‘‘Fahari.” It is there, in the screenplay by Davis, John Storm 
Roberts and Al Freeman, Jr. based on the novel ‘“‘Countdown at 
Kusini” by John Storm Roberts, that a band of mercenaries plots the 
kidnapping and elimination of a black revolutionary leader. 

Despite its sophistication, Lagos wasn’t quite ready for the in- 
vasion of nearly 100 Hollywood cast and crew members. Large, 
curious crowds gathered each day in front of the downtown Ikoyi 
Hotel, then followed the company to that day’s location site, no 
matter how remote. Both Ruby Dee, whose ‘“‘Peyton Place”’ televi- 
sion series has been immensely popular in Nigeria, and Greg Morris, 
whose “Mission: Impossible”’ is also a success there, were besieged 
by young converts to the sport of autograph hunting. 

All of the necessary backgrounds to be expected in modern 
Africa were found in the Lagos area — from picturesque fishing 
villages and open-air markets to swank nightclubs and towering 
skyscrapers. 

One of the city’s most beautiful villas provided the setting for a 
wedding scene, where the revolutionaries purchase an arsenal of 
sophisticated weapons while pretending to participate in the 
ceremony. In addition to dancers, musicians and extras, the crowd 
grew as crewmen invited friends and family to visit the set. By day’s 
end, the villa’s occupants had emptied their refrigerator, lavishing 
food and drink on the production company in a friendly gesture to 
aid in completing the scene. Unselfishly, Nigerian-based film-making 
— even if basically international — had turned into a community 
affair. 


“COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI’’ 
OPENS ._————( AT 
THE THEATRE 


“Countdown at Kusini, a topical action drama starring Ruby 

Dee, Ossie Davis and Greg Morris, opens _______ at. the 
Theatre. 

The Columbia Pictures release of a D.S.T. Telecommunications 
Inc. production deals with the attempted kidnapping of a dedicated 
African freedom fighter. Ossie Davis, who also directed the film, 
plays the revolutionary leader. Ruby Dee (Davis’ wife in real life) 
portrays a young female agent, assigned to protect him from mer- 
cenary agents. Morris is cast as an Afro-American jazz pianist whose 
love affair with Miss Dee involves him in the climactic gunplay at 
the Kusini railroad depot. 

“Countdown at Kusini”’ marks several “‘firsts.”’ The production 
was totally financed by members of Delta Sigma Theta, the largest 
black sorority in the world and an influential factor in both gov- 
ernment and the arts. 

Filmed on locations in and around Lagos, capital city of Nigeria, 
it is the first black American production shot entirely in Africa by 
black American professionals. 

Executive Producer of “Countdown at Kusini’” is Mrs. Lillian 
P. Benbow, Immediate Past President of Delta Sigma Theta and 
the Director of Housing for the State of Michigan. The screenplay 
was written by Ossie Davis, Ladi Ladeoo and Al Freeman, Jr., based 
on an original story and screen treatment by John Storm Roberts. 
Ladebo also served as producer of the film. 

The original music score was composed and conducted by Manu 
Dibango, the well-known jazz artist whose ‘‘Soul Makossa” was a 
gold record winner. 


GREG MORRIS’ 
MISSION 
TO KUSINI 


“Countdown at Kusini,’’ the 
topical action drama _ opening 
PMS ae lee a 
Theatre, marks the transition 
from television to movie star- 
dom for Greg Morris. 

The contemporary story of 
a kidnapping plot in an emerging 
African state, the Columbia Pic- 
tures release casts Morris as an 
Afro-American jazz pianist 
forced to choose sides when he 
falls in love with a beautiful young 
revolutionary. 

From his debut in a supporting 
role in the ‘Mission: Impossi- 
ble’ series, Greg Morris worked 
upward to star billing long be- 
fore the series’ production halt 
in 1973. His work on that popu- 
lar show, (in the role of Barney 
Collier) brought him international 
recognition among youth and 
adults and a trio of “Emmy” 
nominations. 

In 1970, Morris narrated an 
hour-long documentary on drug 
addiction, ‘‘H is for Heroin,” and 
participated in the award-winning 
documentary on youth and drugs 
entitled “It You. Tum Qn.” 

During his first season un- 
committed to ‘“‘Mission: Impos- 
sible,’ Morris found his talents 
much in demand and within a 
short period essayed such varied 
roles as an escaped convict, a 
cop, the leader of a cult of Satan 
worshippers, and a downed test 
pilot. 





CK-2 

Greg Morris of ‘Mission Impossible’ 
Stars in ‘“‘Countdown at Kusini’’ as an 
Afro-American jazz musician, who re- 
luctantly becomes involved in an African 
revolutionary movement. The topical 
action drama, a Columbia Pictures re- 
lease opens _________ at the 

Theatre. 


OSSIE DAVIS 
ON BOTH 
SIDES 
OF CAMERA 


During the past two decades, 
Ossie Davis has enjoyed a distin- 
guished career as both an actor 
and director. 

For “Countdown at Kusini,”’ a 
topical action drama which opens 
Se Oa a || eee 
Theatre, he combined the two 
capacities. On screen, Davis is 
Ernest Motapo, a dedicated revo- 
lutionary leader marked for ex- 
tinction. Behind the scenes, he 
helmed the production. 

In a third contribution, Davis 
co-authored the screenplay with 
John Storm Roberts and Al Free- 
man, Jr., which is based on John 
Storm Roberts’ original novel, 


“Countdown at Kusini.” 
Davis’ earlier film direction 


of “Cotton Comes To Harlem” 
and ‘‘Gordon’s War” are exam- 
ples of his mastery of screen 
suspense and humor. His acting 
skill was most evident in his per- 
formances in both the Broadway 
and film hit productions of ‘‘Pur- 
lie Victorious.” He gained much 
acclaim for his screen portrayals 
in “Green Pastures,” ‘The 
Cardinal,” ‘‘A Raisin in the Sun,” 
and other films. 

Davis won an Emmy Award 
for his performance on the Hall- 
mark Hall of Fame’s ‘“The Teach- 
er Teacher.” A frequent guest 
star on television drama series, 
Davis recently directed a_ chil- 
dren’s television special for CBS 
Television entitled “Today Is 
Ours,”’ based on a collection of 
poems written by his wife, Ruby 
Dee. 





BLACK SORORITY MEMBERS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR “COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI’”’ 


“Countdown at Kusini,’ the 
topical action drama _ opening 
iebeicinteeas Wt te 
Theatre, represents a_ totally 
new approach to film financing. 
Its backers are the 85,000 mem- 
bers of Delta Sigma Theta, the 
largest and most influential black 
sorority in the world. 

A Columbia Pictures release, 
“Countdown at Kusini’’ stars 
Ruby Dee, Ossie Davis and Greg 
Morris in the drama of an at- 
tempt to kidnap and eliminate an 
African revolutionary _ leader. 
Directed by Davis from a screen- 
play which he co-authored with 
John Storm Roberts and AI Free- 
man, Jr. and based on the ori- 
ginal novel ‘Countdown at Ku- 
sini,’ by John Storm Roberts, 
the film was shot in and around 
Lagos, capital city of Nigeria. The 


plot parallels recent and continu- 
ing events on the African con- 
tinent. 

The movie itself is newsworthy 
as the first American production 
filmed entirely in Africa by pro- 
fessional black American film- 
makers. 

What prompted an_ organi- 
zation of 85,000 women to plunge 
into the unpredictable waters of 
movie-making? 

According to Mrs. Lillian P. 
Benbow, the sorority’s Immediate 
Past President and the Executive 
Producer of “Countdown at 
Kusini,”” the motivation was to 
combine a fast-paced suspense 
story with “ideological values 
for the growing black family audi- 
ence and white movie-goers as 
well, who are sated with racism 
as a production value.” 


The character of Red Salter, 
played by Greg Morris, typifies 
the film’s approach. As a touring 
Afro-American jazz musician, he 
is at first far more interested in 
attractive revolutionary agent 
Ruby Dee’s charms than _ her 
politics. But as the moments 
tick down to the kidnap attempt 
at Kusini, he is drawn into the 
struggle of his freedom-fighter 
friends and risks his life in their 
behalf. 

While “Countdown at Kusini”’ 
is Delta Sigma Theta’s first mo- 
tion picture project — through its 
recently-formed subsidiary, DST 
Telecommunications, Inc. — 
the organization has a long, suc- 
cessful history in entertainment 
and the arts. 

Among its members are such 
music world luminaries as Lena 


PUBLICITY 


Horne, Leontyne Price, Roberta 
Flack and Leslie Uggams. It was 
on the “Delta Circuit,” an en- 
tertainment link between the 
sorority’s 234 chapters, that Leon- 
tyne Price first gained public 
acclaim. Lena Horne credited 
at least 50% of the book sales of 
her autobiography to the sorori- 
ty’s enthusiastic support. 

Other members of Delta Sigma 
Theta include Congresswomen 
Barbara Jordan, Shirley Chisholm 
and Edith Green; Sara-Alice 
Wright, the Executive Director of 
the YWCA; Patricia Harris, our 
former Ambassador to Luxem-  CK-/ 
bourg, and scores of national 
and community leaders. Now, in 
addition to their other activities, 
they can claim new titles —— 
as motion picture ‘“‘angels.”’ 





at the 





Actor-writer-director Ossie Davis stars 
as an African revolutionary leader in 
“Countdown at Kusini,”” opening 





contemporary action-adventure film, 
a Columbia Pictures release, co-stars 


Ruby Dee and Greg Morris. 








EXPLOITATION 


INTRODUCTION 


COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI is a unique motion picture...in more ways than one. Delta Sigma Theta means unparalled promotional support wherever the picture 
Its romantic and adventurous story is set against the struggle for control of anemerg- plays. f= 

ing African state. In the most literal sense, it springs right out of today’s headlines. Among the organization’s 85,000 members — linked to the four-million-strong 
It is the first motion picture made in Africa by professional black American film- National Council of Negro Women — are these famous personalities: 

makers, including gifted actor-director-writer Ossie Davis and stars Ruby Dee and ENTERTAINMENT GOVERNMENT 

Greg Morris (the personable hero of ‘‘Mission: Impossible’’). Lena Horne Congresswoman Barbara Jordan 
In a fresh approach to film finance, it was produced by the communications wing of _ Leontyne Price Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm 

Delta Sigma Theta, the national sorority to which many of the most celebrated women Nancy Wilson Congresswoman Edith Green 

in education, government, entertainment and the arts belong. Roberta Flack Sara-Alyce Wright (Executive Director of the YWCA) 
Ossie Davis portrays Ernest Motapo, dedicated leader of a ‘‘ third world” revolu- Leslie Uggams Barbara Watson (Former Assistant Secretary of State) 

Ambassador Patricia Harris 

(Former American Ambassador to Luxembourg) 


tionary movement. To Motapo’s followers, including beautiful Ruby Dee, nothing Ruby Dee 
means more than his survival. To the mercenary army of Colonel Ben Amed (Tom Judith Jamison 


Aldredge, all that matters is finding Motapo...and eliminating him. THE MEDIA 
Into this incendiary power game happens Greg Morris as a touring Afro-American Charlayne Hunter (New York Times Correspondent) 


jazz pianist. He is far more interested in Ruby Dee’s charms than her politics. But in 
revolution-wracked Africa, it isn’t easy to stay aloof...or even alive. 

If Motapo is to be removed, the opportunity will come at Kusini, a sleepy way-station 
on the railroad line. That is where the fate of a new nation will be decided...in a hail 


of machine gun bullets. 


If COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI had been produced in traditional fashion, it would 


Mrs. John Johnson (wife of the publisher of Ebony, Jet and other leading magazines) 

Add to this impressive list sixteen state legislators, fifteen city councilwomen, the first 
black woman to head The Girl Scouts of America, plus community leaders in virtually 
every major city in the United States. 


COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI is their movie. They are determined to do everything 


still be a crackling, topical, highly-exploitable thriller. But the deep involvement of 


DELTA SIGMA THETA 
IS WAITING 
TO HEAR FROM YOU 


Start by contacting your nearest Delta Sigma Theta 
Chapter. Let them know when you will play COUNT- 
DOWN AT KUSINI and how they can contribute to 
your promotion effort. Since the Deltas are the film’s 
investors, they should be given “‘first night’’ priorities. 
For the names of key personnel, and the telephone num- 
ber and address of the Delta chapter in you community, 
simply place a call to DST Telecommunications in New 
York City. 

The number is: Area code (212) 354-7680 

Or if you prefer to write, address your letter to: 

DST Telecommunications 

45 West 45th Street 

New York, New York 

Suite 803 

Keep in mind that Delta Sigma Theta has 524 chap- 
ters in 45 states, affiliated with the National Council of 
Negro Women and the Pan-Hellenic Council. That 
means more that eight million women, across the coun- 
try, with a vested interest in making the movie a hit 

As community leaders, they are experienced in turn- 
ing out crowds for worthwhile activities and events. 
Their involvement in church, school, civic and cultural 
programs can also play a vital role in filling your the- 
atres. 

Another fact worth noting. The sorority has estab- 
lished the “Delta Circuit,” which stages concerts, plays, 
lecture series and similar events. It was on the ‘Delta 
Circuit” that Leontyne Price first gained public acclaim. 
The “Delta Circuit” is credited with some 50% of the 
sales of Lena Horne’s autobiography. 

The “Delta Circuit’”can prove a powerful nucleus of 
your COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI campaign. 


A GALA 


OPENING 
NIGHT 


Launch COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI with a gala open- 
ing that echoes the importance and excitement of the 
“first nights’ which Delta Sigma Theta and Columbia 
Pictures are staging across the country. 

Each Delta chapter will have its own ideas about the 
most effective way to organize a premiere, based on 
your market, the timing of your engagement and other 
factors. What matters most is giving the film a presti- 
gious and exciting send-off that creates impact in the 
community and merits media coverage. 

The opening may be organized as a benefit for a 
Delta-sponsored scholarship program or some equally 
worthy cause. In which case, ticket prices will be scaled 
upward in the usual way. 

It may be an “‘invitational,”’ attended by personalities 
in public life, education and the arts as Delta’s guests. 
It may be linked to a dinner or reception, or similar 
function, hosted by the most prominent Delta alumnus 
in your community. 

In any case, as the film’s investors, the Deltas should 
be given ‘“‘first night” priorities. With Delta’s enthusi- 
astic cooperation, it will be important — generating 
newspaper space and television exposure, to enhance 
your engagement of COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI. 


SCHOOLS AND 
COLLEGES 


As a sorority, Delta Sigma Theta is entrenched in the 
educational community. Every major black college and 
university in America (and many other schools, as well) 
has a Delta chapter. Its members are on the faculties, 
and are among the most influential alumnae of these 
schools. 

Thousands of grade school, junior high school, and 
high school teachers are ‘‘Deltas.” 

They share the concern that led Delta Sigma Theta 
to finance the production — a desire to blend entertain- 
ment with a point-of-view. Within the melodramatic 
framework of COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI is a low- 
key insight into the political and social upheaval pres- 
ently occurring throughout the ‘“third world’ that has 
become one of the major news stories of our time. 

They want young moviegoers — in every age group — 
to share that insight. 

Provide your regional Delta chapter with feature 
stories, stills and other publicity material for publica- 
tion in both undergraduate and alumni newspapers. 
Give them posters and display elements for school bul- 
letin boards and campus posting. 

Work with them on special arrangements for col- 
lege groups, studying political history, social studies 
and black studies, to attend performances. Other teach- 
ers, on the junior high school and high school levels, 
can be expected to bring their classes to your theatre or 
to assign COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI as a uniquely 
entertaining kind of homework. 


COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI 
IN THE NEWS 


Revolutionary leader Ernest Motapo...the newly in- 
dependent state of Fahari...the mercenary army of 
Colonel Ben Amed...all are fiction. 

But they have their counterparts in the news coming 
out of Africa virtually every day. Fast-breaking events 
in Ghana, Uganda, Angola, and Nigeria (where the 
film was shot) parallel the picture’s plot. 

Blow up the front page of your local newspaper to 
poster size, enlarging or circling the latest report from 
the African conflict. Then splash the title and stars of 
the picture across the page, in heavy red lettering. 

Patrons will get the connection — and a sense of the 
film’s topical impact. 


COUNTDOWN ON RADIO 


The “countdown” concept also pegs this radio promo- 
tion. Starting one week before your opening, send a 
theatre employee out on the street, dressed in an un- 
usual, off-beat military uniform. (A local costume house 
can help you select the right regalia.) 

He is the “Man from Kusini.”’ 

Arrange with a local radio personality to announce 
his whereabouts that day. The first five people who 
recognize him and give the password, “Seven Days to 
Kusini,” receive a pair of passes to your engagement 
on the spot. 

The next day the password becomes, ‘‘Six Days to 
Kusini.” And so on, right through to your engagement. 

It’s a simple, effective way to count down the days to 
your opening — and build the kind of anticipation that 
brings out audiences. 


possible to make it a rousing box-office success. 
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Since Greg Morris plays a touring jazz pianist, whose 
romance with Ruby Dee involves him in an African 
revolution, music is a key element in COUNTDOWN 
AT KUSINI. 

The on-camera fingerwork is Greg’s. But the pulsat- 
ing off-camera tones, which grace the sound track, were 
provided by one of the most brilliant Afro-American 
musicians of our timey..Manu Dibango. His Atlantic 
recording of “Soul Makossa” was a gold record winner 
and he enjoys a legion of enthusiasts. 

Work with the top rock and black stations in your 
market to get hefty on-air play for Dibango’s music, 
linking each record with his contribution to COUNT- 
DOWN AT KUSINI. 

It’s a powerhouse sound — well worth promoting. 


COUNTDOWN TO 
YOUR OPENING 


Other opportunities to use Delta’s deep-rooted relation- 
ships will spring from your meeting with local officers 
of the sorority. 

Meanwhile, COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI also rates 
more traditional showmanship. 

Follow the theme of the title by creating a poster-size, 
easel-mounted calendar on which you literally “count 
down” to Kusini. As you flip to a new page — every day 
for a week — a fresh provocative teaser line appears. 

Here are seven such teasers drawn directly from the 
picture’s plot. 

1. THE VILLAGE OF LEDDINE HAS BEEN 
WIPED OUT, EVERY MAN, WOMAN AND 
CHILD SLAUGHTERED BY COLONEL BEN 
AMED AND HIS MERCENARIES. SEVEN 
DAYS TO KUSINI. 

2. BEN AMED IS STILL IN AFRICA. POSING 
AS AN INNOCENT BUSINESSMAN. WARN 
MOTAPO. SIX DAYS TO KUSINI. 

3. LEAH HAS BEEN POISONED. HER CON- 
DITION CRITICAL. WHOSE SIDE IS THE 
AMERICAN MUSICIAN ON? FIVE DAYS 
TO KUSINI. 

4. MOTAPO TRAVELING INCOGNITO. TWO 
AGENTS IN FAHARI MURDERED LAST 
NIGHT. FOUR DAYS TO KUSINI. 

5. LEAH AND THE AMERICAN AMBUSHED 
AT THE LAKE. THERE IS A SPY AMONG 
US. HE MUST DIE. THREE DAYS TO KUSINI. 

6. YOLA BACK FROM FRANCE TO PROTECT 
MOTAPO. NEED MORE GUNS AND AMMU- 
NITION. THE SPY STILL LIVES. TWO DAYS 
TO KUSINI. 

7. ON THE TRAIN WITH MOTAPO. DESTINA- 
TION KUSINI. EVERY MAN AND WOMAN 
HAS BEEN ISSUED A STEN GUN, A RIFLE OR 
GRENADES. WE WILL BE FREE OR DEAD. 
THE COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN. 

On the day of your opening, flip to the last page — the 

COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI one-sheet. 

The more intriguing you make the calendar, the better 
the promotion. Use stills from the picture’s most vivid 
scenes, on each page of your ‘‘countdown”’ calendar, 
to heighten the effect. 
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